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DATELINE  
 
Wednesday   March 1    Wacky Wednesday, non-uniform day 
            Wear your wackiest outfit to celebrate 
             Dr. Suess’ Birthday! 
 
Thursday    March 9         Skating (K/1) & Pizza (K-5) 
 
Friday    March 10           End of 3rd grading period 
 
Sunday    March  12   Spring Forward - Change your clocks! 
 
Monday - Friday   March 13 – March 17      Spring Break - No School (K-5th) 
                  Fun Week Available March 13 – March 16 
                    School Closed March 17th 
 
Monday    March 20                       Pro Ed. Day 
                    Fun Day Available 
 
Wednesday    March 22   Visiting Author:  Danie Connolly 
 
         
 
 
Please note: 
 
 

 
 

                          
Register Now before registration and tuition deposit increases!   
Lock in today’s prices by beginning payments now! 

 
Monday-Thursday   April 10-13   Terra Nova Standardized Testing 
                       1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th graders!   
               Testing will begin promptly at 8:45AM and ends 
                                              by 11:30 AM 
       Please re-schedule any Therapy appointments 
 

Elementary News 
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Jacob Buckmaster 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jaelynn Sanders 
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Summer Camp  
Registration 
information  

Music  
   Students should be 
practicing their recorders 

3-5 minutes a day to be ready for 
each Wednesday’s music class.  
Please help your child with setting a 
timer and routinely practice their 
music.  

    
 
 

Spanish  
In Spanish we are working on  

items found in your house, kitchen, 
garage and bathroom.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Fitness  
Students continue to work on the 
Presidential Fitness skills.  We look 
forward to our Fun & Field Day on 
Friday, May 5th.  We will need lots 
of volunteers! 

Happy Birthday  
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 Kindergarten/First Grade 

Explorers 
 
 
 

by  
Mrs. Amy Slutz 

 As we “spring” into 
March, the first and second 
grade students will be learn-
ing about Earth’s natural re-
sources. The students will be 
able to identify the resources, 
tell where to find them and 
come up with ideas of how to 
save resources. They will also 
be comparing varied cultures, 
by drawing their ideas from 
folklore. They will also study 
about the different beliefs and 
customs of other cultures.  

      In language arts, the kin-
dergarteners continue adding 
more details to their sentences 
and writing up to 5 sentences 
when responding to a prompt. 
The first grade students will 
begin working on story se-
quencing as they continue to 
build paragraphs in writing. 

      All kindergarteners and 
first graders will begin plan-
ning their own story ideas for 
their end of the year books.  

     In math, the kindergarten-
ers will carry on with place 
value skills; counting to 120, 
counting forward and back-
ward and comparing numbers. 

They will also be advancing 
to addition and subtraction 
facts through 20. First graders 
will continue with 3-digit ad-
dition and subtraction as well 
as advancing with their time 
and money skills. As a final 
note, I would like to remind 
you to check your calendars 
for the many fun-filled events 
coming up this month. Have a 
safe and fun filled Spring 
Break! 
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  Spring Break 
      brings      
  time in the sun! 
 
Using sunscreen is a must. The 
American Cancer Society advises 
wearing sunscreen as a means of 
helping to prevent skin cancer, 
the most common type of cancer. 
In addition to reducing your risk, 
wearing sunscreen also protects 
your skin from the aging effects 
of the sun. Wear sunscreen every 
day that you're outside, even if it's 
cloudy or cold. 

•   The type of sunscreen you 
use matters. Follow 
the American Academy of Der-
matology's recommendations and 
use a water resistant broad-
spectrum sunscreen (meaning it 
protects against both UVA and 
UVB rays) that has a sun protec-
tion factor (SPF) of 30 or more. A 
spray sunscreen is often easiest to 
apply to most body parts, while a 
cream can be a good choice for 
the face and a stick is best for 
your lips. 

· It's important to apply it  
correctly and to reapply. Most 
people don't use enough sun-
screen. It should be applied gen-
erously to all exposed skin 15 
minutes prior to being outdoors, 
and should be reapplied every two 
hours or after swimming or 
sweating profusely. 
 
 



March 2017                                       Page 4 

  Multi-Age  
Experimenters 

 
 
 

 
by Mrs. Maggie New 

   On March 1, 2017 the students in 
multi age class will celebrate Dr. 
Seuss. This will include “Wacky 
Wednesday” dress up day keeping 
in mind your favorite Seuss charac-
ters.  On Thursday March 2 each 
child will read his or her favorite 
Dr. Seuss book in class and we will 
have an in-class art project that re-
flex these characters. 
   During March each child will 
complete a cereal box book report 
using a biography book they have 
chosen from the library. Remember 
completing a class project without 
parental help builds your child’s 
confidence and sense of self worth.  
   After our visit to MOSI the class 
began a Science unit on both sim-
ple and complex machines.  Take 
this time to point out how ma-
chines help us in our daily lives.  
Play a game and find all the ma-
chines in your kitchen, try to stick 
to machines that do not use elec-
tricity, you may be surprised! 
As March is a shorten month due  
to our spring break we will begin 
our National Parks project April 1. 
Each student will make a park bro-
chure.   
   March Madness in the multi age 
Math class means fractions of all 
types and levels. Students will re-
ceive work sheets as part of their 
weekly homework packets and 
continue to do IXL in class daily. 
 Please encourage your child to re-
turn their library books on our 
weekly visit to the Palm Harbor 
Library themselves.  Often we use 
the assigned books in class and it 

also helps each child to be respon-
sible for the books they have bor-
rowed. 

Benefits of a 
Multi-Age  

Classroom 

 

Flexible Grouping 
In all our classrooms there 
are many options for group-
ing.  Groups are formed ac-
cording to skill, interest, or 
learning style.  Grouping pat-
terns change throughout the 
day, should vary so an indi-
vidual student may be part of 
three or four different groups 
in the course of a day or 
week.  Groups, most impor-
tantly, should be fluid and 
temporary.  Students should 
not get locked into working 
with one group for a whole 
year. 
Flexible and continuous 
learning 
Since children learn at differ-
ent rates, the continuous pro-
gress model assures that all 
can have appropriate interac-
tion and make progress, re-
gardless of ability. 
Role Modeling 
Younger students observe 
older students doing sophisti-
cated tasks and showing re-
sponsible behaviors.  Older 
students develop as 
“mentors” for tasks that may 
be too difficult for younger 
students to do alone, building 

self confidence and self es-
teem.  Many younger students 
absorb academic concepts 
from watching and working 
next to their older classmates. 
Cooperation 
Students learn to work to-
gether on academic and so-
cial needs, as well as the care 
of the classroom.  As age bar-
riers drop, there is an in-
crease in mixed-age relation-
ships. Cooperation becomes a 
natural part of all learning 
situations. 
Closer to Real World Model 
Multi-age classrooms parallel 
the model seen in a family or 
an occupation, where coop-
erative relationships flourish. 
Class stability 
The older students may move 
on each year, while the 
younger students stay in place 
becoming the “veterans”.  
Students learn rapidly from 
each other routines, and 
where things are kept. 
Social Interactions 
Students have the opportunity 
to make friends across grade-
level lines, thus have many 
more choices in friendships.  
Students are allowed to learn 
together in many different 
configurations, more opportu-
nities are given to lead, fol-
low, share, nurture, and col-
laborate.  Positive peer tutor-
ing relationships can be fos-
tered.  Students have chances 
to teach something they have 
learned, which cements learn-
ing in the tutor. 



HOW TO RAISE AN ADULT 
BREAK FREE OF THE OVERPARENTING TRAP  

AND PREPARE YOU KID FOR SUCCESS 
 

 

A DIFFERENT KIND OF CHECKLIST 
 

If we want our kids to have a shot at making it in the world as eighteen-years-olds, without the 
umbilical cord of the cell phone being their go-to-solution in all manner of things, they’re go-
ing to need a set of basic life skills.  Based upon my observations as a dean, and the advice of 
parents and educators around the country, here are some examples of practical things they’ll 
need to know ho to do before they go to college–and  
here are the crutches that are currently hindering them from standing up on their own two feet: 
 
1.  An eighteen-year-old must be able to talk to stranger–faculty, deans, advisers, 
     landlords, store clerks, human resource managers, coworkers, bank tellers, health care 
     providers, bus drivers, mechanics–in the real world. 
 
     The crutch:  We teach kids not to talk to strangers instead of teaching the more 
     nuanced skill of how to discern the few bad strangers from the mostly good ones. 
     Thus, kids end up not knowing how to approach strangers–respectfully and with eye 
     contact–for the help, guidance, and direction they will need out in the world. 
 
2.  An eighteen-year-old must be able to find his way around a campus, the town in 
     which her summer internship is located, or the city where he is working or studying 
     abroad. 
 
     The crutch:  We drive or accompany our children everywhere, even when a bus, their 
     bicycle, or their own feet could get them there; thus, kids don’t know the route for 
     getting from here to there, how to cope with transportation options and snafus, when 
     and how to fill the car with gas, or how to make and execute transportation plans. 
 
3.  An eighteen-year-old must be able to manage his assignments, workload, and  
     deadlines. 
 
     The crutch:  We remind kids when their homework is due and when to do it – 
     sometimes helping them do it, sometimes doing it for them; this kids don’t know how 
     to prioritize tasks, manage workload, or meet deadlines, without regular reminders. 
 
4.  An eighteen-year-old must be able to contribute to the running of a household.      
 
     The crutch:  We don’t ask them to help much around the house because the check- 
     listed childhood leaves little time in the day for anything aside from academic and 
     extracurricular work; thus, kids don’t know how to look after their own needs, respect 
     the needs of others, or do their fair share for the good of the whole. 



5.  An eighteen-year-old must be able to handle interpersonal problems. 
 
     The crutch:  We step in to solve misunderstandings and soothe hurt feelings for them; 
     thus, kids don’t know how to cope with and resolve conflicts without our intervention. 
 
6.  An eighteen-year-old must be able to cope with ups and downs of courses and 
     workloads, college-level work, competition, tough teachers, bosses, and others. 
 
     The crutch:  We step in when things get hard, finish the task, extend the deadline, and 
     talk to the adults; thus, kids don’t know that in the normal course of life things won’t 
     always go their way, and that they’ll be okay regardless. 
 
7.  An eighteen-year-old must be able to earn and manage money. 
 
     The crutch:  They don’t hold part-time jobs; they receive money from us for whatever 
     they want or need; thus, kids don’t develop a sense of responsibility for the 
     completing job tasks, accountability to a boss who doesn’t inherently love them, or an 
     appreciation for the cost of things and how to mange money. 
 
8.  An eighteen-year-old must be able to take risks. 
 
     The crutch:  We’ve laid out their entire path for them and have avoided all pitfalls or 
     prevented all stumbles for them; thus, kids don’t develop the wise understanding that 
     success comes only after trying and failing and trying again (a.k.a “grit”) or the thick 
     skin (a.k.a “resilience”) that comes from coping when things have gone wrong. 
 
     Remember: our kids must be able to do all of these things without resorting to calling a 
parent on the phone.  If they’re calling us to ask how, they do not have the life skill. 
 
 
 
 
 


