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DATELINE  
 
Tuesday Feb. 6  Multi-age Field Trip to the Science Center 
 
Wednesday  Feb. 7   Dentist visits NHCDS 
 
Wednesday  Feb. 14 Valentine’s card exchange 
 
Thursday Feb. 15 Skating K & Pizza K-5th 
 
Tuesday Feb. 27 K/1/2 Field Trip to Dino World 
  

Register Now for the 2018-2019 School Year!  
Registration paperwork will come home this month! 

  
 
 

Elementary News 



Take a tour and talk 
with teachers! 

 It’s registration time for the 
2018-2019 school year for all 
Elementary students Kindergarten 
through Fifth Grade.  This month 
you should receive a personalized 
letter of invitation to register and a 
parent contract welcoming your 
child to return to New Horizons 
for the next grade.  There is no 
need to fill out an application or 
complete paperwork at this time.  
 Contracts will be mailed 
out to our presently enrolled 
families this week.  Please return 
the completed signed parent 
contract, accompanied by a 
nonrefundable registration ($150) 
and tuition deposit ($500) fee of 
$650.00 to secure your child’s 
position for the 2018-2019 school 
year. Write on your contract if you 
wish the office to use Tuition Ex-
press for registration/deposit fees. 
Registration fees will increase pe-
riodically as of March 11th.  Reg-
istration in our classrooms is on a 
first come first serve basis and 
space is limited to 14 student per 
classroom.  We hope  to offer a 
Kindergarten, First/Second combi-
nation class and a Third/Fourth/
Fifth Grade Multi-age class.   
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Valentine’s 
Day 

 
 
 
 
The Valentine’s Day holiday 
supports our goal of socialization for 
all of the children at New Horizons.  
Research suggests that peer 
relationships are a necessity for a 
child’s social/emotional growth, and 
we believe the exchange of  
Valentine cards is another 
reinforcement for guiding children 
to good friendships.  You might 
want to consider giving your child a 
very special Valentine as a parent by 
sharing some of your childhood 
memories!  Students will simply 
exchange heartfelt feelings on this 
special day. 

Please remember no 
candy or goody bags  

allowed on Valentine’s 
Day! We will send it 
back home! 

In light of the 
“on again” 
“off again” 

cold weather that 
we have been 
experiencing, 

please make sure your child 
comes 

to school with a 
jacket. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
We will supply a N.H. 

sweatshirt if your child is 
not dressed for the weather 

and bill the family.  
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� In today’s competitive world 
child’s academic success is extremely im-
portant. If a child is successful in school 
they are more likely to be successful for the 
rest of their life. The skills that they learn 
starting in grade school will follow them 
throughout their academic career and into 
adulthood. Good grades in junior and high 
school will help your child get into a good 
college. Having a college degree will help 
ensure that your child will be successful and 
make enough money to live a comfortable 
life. But academic success does not come 
w i t h o u t  e f f o r t .  
 Growing up my parents were 
strongly involved in the academic success 
of my siblings and I. My mother made sure 
we completed all of our homework, at-
tended parent teacher conferences, and back 
to school nights. Stressed the importance of 
school attendance and let us know that they 
expected high achievement. As a result two 
of their children graduated from a high 
school class of six hundred as valedictori-
ans, the third with high-honors, and the 
f o u r t h  w i t h  h o n o r s .  
 
So read on for ways you can influence your 
child and encourage academic success.  

��� ����������  Find out what is going on 
at school. Ask your child questions about 
what they did at school. Was there some-
thing they really liked? What is the latest 
book they read? What are they learning 
about in math? My mother always discussed 
my day when I came home with school and 
I do the same with my children. 

�������� ����� ������������  Talk to 
your child about what you expect. Is your 
child going to be required to do their home-
work before playing? Do you expect certain 
grades on his report card? Does she have to 
put studies before extracurricular activities? 
Will he be expected to attend all of his 
classes? Realize that as a parent your expec-
tations need to be realistic. If your child 
studies really hard and still doesn’t receive a 
high grade it is okay. As long as your child 
is trying that is what is important. 

������� ����� �
������ �������  Not all 
children are going to be straight A students. 
It is the effort that matters not necessarily 
the grade. Praise your child for their efforts  

Every Child Is 
Smart 

Recognizing the different ways 
children learn helps you bring out 
the best in each child.  Howard 
Gardner is well known for his 
theories on Multiple Intelligences 
(MI).  By recognizing your child’s 
strengths and weakness, ways that 
your child learns best assist you as a 
parent and your child’s teachers at 
school with optimizing your child’s 
learning experiences.   
 
Gardner’s eight intelligences 

are: 
 

word smart - verbal/linguistic 
music smart - musical/rhythmical 
body smart - bodily/kinesthetic 
math/logic smart - logical/math 

picture smart - visual spatial 
people smart - interpersonal 

self smart - intrapersonal 
nature smart - naturalist  

 
Schools tend to focus on verbal/
l i n g u i s t i c  a n d  l o g i c a l /
mathematical intel l igences.  
Children who aren’t strong in these 
may be labeled as slow or at-risk 
learners.  To reach each child there 
must be a balance of teaching 
strategies with activities that tap into 
all of the intelligences.   
 
Take time as parents to learn how 
your child best learns new concepts 
using those avenues to assist your 
child in embedding knowledge 
introduced at school.   
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

recognizing that they did their best. On 
the flip side if your child is not expending 
much effort and his grades suffer then 
there should be consequences. 

������� ����� ����������  If your 
child is not in school they will not learn 
the material covered. Their grades will 
suffer as a result. Don’t take your child 
out of school for unimportant events. 
Stress the importance of being at school. 
One of my friends attended school with 
her son because he kept sluffing off a 
particular class. The non-interest quickly 
stopped. 

��������
� ����� 
����
� 
�����  Re-
search has shown that students who get 
enough sleep and eat breakfast do better 
than their hungry sleep-deprived peers. 
Make sure that your child is eating break-
fast every morning. Many kids have a 
hard time making the time to eat so have 
quick breakfast items like yogurt smooth-
ies or breakfast bars on hand. 

�� ����� �� �������� !��
� �����
�
������ ����
��  Most teachers are 
more than happy to talk to a parent about 
their child’s progress or needs. They want 
students to succeed. Students whose par-
ent’s are involved are more likely to be 
successful than those that aren’t. I remem-
ber my mother saying that when she at-
tended back to school night a teacher 
complained that it was always the parents 
of the students who were doing great that 
attended and the parents of the students 
who needed help that never appeared. 

"������� ����� �
������ 
���!��#  
Many students do poorly because they fail 
to complete or turn in their homework. 
Plus if your child does not complete the 
assignments they will not know the infor-
mation at test time. Set aside a certain 
time each day when your child is required 
to work on their homework. My son is in 
second grade and is required to read 15 
minutes each day. He does this while I am 
preparing dinner. Because we have a set 
time it gets done. If your child is easily 
distracted establish an area where they 
can work without distractions like T.V. If 
your child is using the computer check 
periodically to make sure they are doing 
their assignment. 

$���
� ����������� �#����  Many 
children cannot successfully manage their 
time. . 
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Kindergarten 

Explorers 

 
 
 

by  
            Miss Tori Fraelich 
 
   The month of February begins our 
exciting study in Dinosaurs! Which 
means we will be making a visit to Dino 
World on Tuesday, February 27th! 
We will explore fossils and extinct crea-
tures. We will read through books re-
lated to our theme along with those 
written by our authors of the month: 
Bernard Most, Marcus Pfister and Marc 
Brown! Reading Fluency and Sight 
Word assessments are every Tuesday 
and Friday so it is important that stu-
dents are continuing to practicing the 
reading sheets and sight words sent 
home in their green Homework Folders. 
At this point in the year, students should 
be filling out their reading log on their 
own and reading 15 minutes per eve-
ning. Students will receive 5 minutes at 
Recess for not completing this daily 
assignment or for forgetting necessary 
items needed at school.  
     In Spelling we will continue to prac-
tice our daily spelling words, word 
blends (beginning and ending) and even 
begin using them in sentences. This will 
help students to not only spell and pro-
nounce the words correctly, but to un-
derstand their context and meaning. We 
are always practicing our vowel sounds! 
Each unit of spelling takes us through 
one vowel at a time allowing a concen-
tration on a particular vowel sound for a 
whole week.    
    Speedy Math has officially begun in 
Mathematics! Kindergarteners will con-
tinue to take a math quiz everyday con-
sisting of 100 addition and, eventually, 
subtraction problems. They began with 
+1 addition problems and once they 
score a 90/100 or above, they move 
onto the next level. We will continue 
these until the end of the year to im-
prove their basic addition and subtrac-
tion fact knowledge. We will also  

Teach your child to start working on large 
projects early. Then complete a small 
amount every day. This way there won’t 
be a big rush to finish the night before. 
Children will also neglect their homework 
in favor of time spent watching television 
or playing with friends. So helping them 
learn to prioritize is important.  
 Organization is also key. One 
teacher I had made the comment that he 
could tell how successful a student would 
be by looking at how organized their desk 
or locker was. If the student’s desk or 
locker was neat and clean then they were 
more likely to be successful. My husband 
did poorly in junior high and has told me 
that he often found completed assignments 
in his locker weeks after they were due. If 
he had been better organized he could 
have turned them in and gotten better 
grades. Provide a notebook for your child 
to write down all of their assignments. 
Then if needed help them clean out their 
l o c k e r  o n c e  a  w e e k .  
 Another valuable skill is note 
taking. Practice giving lectures to your 
child using their textbook and have them 
take notes. Work on writing the things that 
are important in a condensed version.  
 Doing all of these things won’t 
guarantee that your child will be top of 
their class, but it will help your child to 
achieve their maximum potential. 

We Live By Choices 
 

We are free to choose 
Our character 

Our values 
How to treat other peo-

ple 
How to handle adver-

sity 
How much we will 

learn 
What we will accom-

plish in life 
Our own belief system 

Our own purpose 
Our own attitude 

 

continue to work on story problems. 
We will practice looking for mathe-
matical phrases such as, “difference”, 
“in all”, “sum”, etc. to figure out the 
equation we will use to get the solu-
tion.    
    Along with our dinos, we will be 
learning the difference between living 
and non-living as well as solids and 
liquids. For Black History Month and 
Presidents Day, we will study leaders 
of the past and the diversity that 
helped shape what our nation is today. 
During Valentine’s Day week, we will 
emphasize how important it is to let 
someone you know you’re thinking of 
them and complete several thoughtful-
related activities! We are constantly 
developing our social skills in Kinder-
garten and always trying to be a good 
friend to one another.  
 

First/Second Grade 
Investigators 
 
 
 
By Mrs. Amy Slutz 

     This February the first and sec-
ond graders will be going back in 
time, millions of years ago to the 
Triassic period to visit the first di-
nosaurs to roam the earth. Next 
they will visit the Jurassic period to 
discover the many strange but 
amazing creatures that existed. Fi-
nally, ending our exploration in the 
Cretaceous period, learning about 
the more familiar carnivores and 
herbivores. It's sure to be an excit-
ing theme all students will enjoy.  
    In language arts, the students 
will continue writing in their jour-
nals paying more close attention to 
sentence structure and adding more 
details to their writing. They will 
be incorporating more contractions 
and compound words as well to 
enrich what they learned from last 
month. Just to keep students in  



February 2018                                            Page 5 

classroom website “Mystery 
Science”.  It has lots of STEM 
activities and videos to do in 
class and we are really enjoy-
ing each activity.  We have 
been experimenting with sim-
ple machines and energy.  On 
February 6th we will visit the 
Pinellas County Science Cen-
ter to begin our unit on rocks, 
minerals and fossils.  
      In math the fourth grade 
students will continue to mas-
ter long division while the fifth 
grade students are introduced 
to multiplication and division 
of fractions. 
      If you would like to have a 
conference before our regular 
conference date of March 12th 
please let me know through the 
communication folder.  
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Austin 
Testa 

check, I’ll be sending home hand-
writing worksheets each week due 
to the carelessness I’ve seen in 
their handwritten work. Students 
will also begin editing their jour-
nals as an introduction to our up-
coming story structure activities.  
     In math, the students will con-
tinue to enhance their addition, 
subtraction and multiplication 
skills. Also this month they well be 
telling time and counting money 
regularly to establish better under-
standing of these important life 
skills. Please practice telling time 
and counting money at home to 
help improve their progress. 
 

   Multi-Age  
 
 
 
Experimenters 

by Mrs. Maggie New 
  
    During the month of Febru-
ary we will be preparing for 
our visit to Enterprise Vil-
lage.  Our visit will be on 
March 15, 2018, check your 
child’s folder for further in-
formation. 
     We have begun to read the 
book “A Wrinkle in Time” 
aloud in class, hopefully we 
will all see it come to life on 
the big screen. Please con-
tinue to read nightly, each 
child should read one chapter 
of their assigned class book 
and be prepared to journal 
and discuss in class daily.  
Thanks to Mr. Wilkins we 
have discovered a new  

Federal ID Number 
 59-3327147  

Happy Birthday  


